
Introduction
Havering Council is currently exploring a range of ways to use 
council owned buildings and land to generate renewable 
energy on a large scale, with a view to improve the local 
environment and support the funding of essential frontline 
services. This could allow Havering to become the first borough 
in London to generate renewable energy on a large scale 
which will help to reduce climate change. 

The Council has now put forward a proposal to develop two 
solar parks, one at Gerpins Lane, and the other which is the 
land adjacent to Dagnam Park. The Council would like to hear 
your views regarding the first site proposal – Gerpins Lane near 
Corbetts Tey. 

The existing site
Gerpins Lane near Corbetts Tey was once used for gravel 
working and was then filled with municipal rubbish during the 
1960s and 70s. The land has remained in a relatively derelict 
state ever since, although some tree planting took place in 
the 1980s. By modern standards the site needs to be properly 
restored, in a similar manner to the other former landfills in the 
area which have been restored as part of the Thames Chase 
Community Forest initiative. The solar park scheme proposed 
by the Council will include the restoration of the site which 
will bring this land back into public use and benefit the local 
environment.

The proposed solar park scheme
The Council is considering whether the site would be suitable as a future solar 
park. A solar park is an area of ground-mounted solar panels generating 
renewable energy from the power of the sun. There are a number of 
environmental and other benefits of using this site to generate solar energy, 
for example:

• It would bring an area of derelict land back into use.

• There would be the opportunity to provide better public access and links to 
other parts of the community forest, as well as a small car parking area.

• Land in and around the solar panels will be reseeded to establish a wild 
flower meadow and a range of additional habitats would be created to 
benefit bees, birds, beetles, and other wildlife.  
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For further information please visit: www.havering.gov.uk/solarcouncil. To let us have your views 

email energystrategy@havering.gov.uk or you can write to: The Energy Strategy Team at  

Town Hall, Main Road Romford, RM1 4BE.

Details of the scheme
At present the proposals are still in a draft form. The map on the right shows an 
indicative layout demonstrating some of the features which might come forward in 
a final scheme for Gerpins Lane:

1 A small car park to enable visitors to access the public areas during the working 
hours of the adjoining recycling site.

2 Some 1210 metres of additional footpath, through the existing woodland around 
the site and linking to other parts of Thames Chase Community Forest.

3 The solar park will generate 6MW of electricity, enough to power 1800 homes, 
and cover 8 Hectares of land.

4 Most of the existing trees will be retained maintaining wildlife habitats.

5 New hedgerows and trees planted for screening and adding to the biodiversity 
of the area.

6 A wild flower meadow established to encourage bees, butterflies and other  
wildlife. The land could be potentially managed through grazing removing the 
need for mechanical mowing. 


