
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Occupant, 

Proposed Solar Parks  

Havering Council has put together an exciting new proposal to pioneer a solar park 

scheme in the borough. The proposal will create clean, sustainable and renewable energy 

on a large scale. This means Havering could become the first London borough to produce 

energy in this way with additional benefits to the local area.  

Continuing pressures on local government finances has caused the Council to look at new 

and innovative ways of increasing efficiencies, raising income and making better use of its 

assets. This initiative will generate significant extra income to improve and maintain 

services in Havering and improve facilities for residents.  

One of the ways the Council is already doing this is by increasing the amount of renewable 

energy it can generate and use. Eight of the Council’s largest buildings now have solar 

panels installed which will produce a saving of £2 million over the next 25 years through 

smaller energy bills.  

Following on from this success, the Council is now proposing to take this to the next level. 

The Council has put forward a proposal to develop two solar parks, one at Gerpins Lane in 

the south of the borough, and the other on land adjacent to Dagnam Park, in the north of 

the borough. We would like to hear your thoughts on this before we consider the 

submission of the necessary planning applications for both proposals. 

The land at Gerpins Lane is ex-landfill and the proposal is to restore this site to allow 

public access, as well as the solar park, to link surrounding woodland and parks. For the 

land adjacent to Dagnam Park, the proposal includes establishing of a ring-fenced 

community fund to maintain and improve Dagnam Park as a whole for the benefit of the 

local community. What these measures are will be decided together with local groups.  

How will this benefit residents and local communities? 

As well as reducing its own costs, the Council wants to maximise the benefits to the whole 

community and the wider economy.  
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The Council will explore the potential for residents to be given the opportunity to secure a 

financial investment in the solar parks. If there is interest in this, residents who invest 

should receive a better, long-term, financial return than would be possible from normal 

bank or savings accounts, making this a positive initiative for the Council, for the 

community and also for the environment.  

As well as looking into public investment of this type, a community fund will be set up using 

a portion of the revenue from the land adjacent to Dagnam Park site to maintain and 

improve the area for the benefit of local children and families.  

Attached is a leaflet that further explains the proposal in your area. We would like to have 

your views on this proposal and will take these views into consideration when creating any 

subsequent planning applications. Please email your comments by 31 October 2016 to 

energystrategy@havering.gov.uk or write to: The Energy Strategy Team, Town Hall, Main 

Road, Romford, RM1 4BE. For further information on these proposals visit: 

www.havering.gov.uk/solarcouncil. 

Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Martyn Thomas 
Development & Transport Manager   
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