
 

Email: hwhpra@btinternet.com  

Harold Wood, Hill, Park Residents’ Association,  

2 CAMBORNE WAY, ROMFORD, RM3 8RA 

 

 

 

 
 

Harold Wood, Hill, Park Residents’ Association  
 

   
The Mayor of London 
City Hall  
The Queen's Walk 
London, SE1 2AA 
           
 
Dear Mr Mayor, 
 

25 June 2016 
Ardleigh Green Bridge (A127) Replacement Works  
 
We are writing to express our deep unhappiness regarding the recent announcement that the works to 
replace the Railway Bridge at Ardleigh Green Road (A127) will not now be complete until the Spring of 
2019, rather than December 2017, some 15 months late. 
 
Bearing in mind that this project started work on the ground in October 2015 with the removal of the central 
reservation, the impact on motorists, residents and businesses has been one of grinding congestion, delay 
and relentless inconvenience. To extend this for a further 15 months is simply unacceptable. 
As such, we would be grateful for your considered response to the following matters: 
 

1. The explanation given that the delay is largely due to ‘complex demolition work that took longer than 

expected’ is completely inadequate and we ask for a much fuller explanation. 

 

2. What measures are being taken to expedite the completion of the works rather than just quoting a 

15-month delay? 

 

3. Improving air quality is clearly a Mayoral priority, but the ongoing congestion because of these 

works is worsening the situation. What measures will be taken to mitigate against this? 

 

4. The cost of the project was quoted as £32m, given the considerable delay what will be the eventual 

estimated cost of the project and how will this be funded? 

 

5. What arrangements for compensation will be extended to our local businesses, particularly those on 

the A127, and residents who will have to endure a further 15 months of pollution, congestion and 

inconvenience? 

 

6. Given the considerable delay, how will this impact on the proposed improvement works at Gallows 

Corner (A127/A12)? 

 

7. This junction is a vital route through our borough, carrying considerable amounts of traffic. The 

ongoing delays has created rat-runs in nearby residential roads creating significant inconvenience, 

pollution and increased traffic flow for residents to contend with. What measures will be put in place 

to mitigate against this inconvenience until the Spring of 2019?  

 

8. What lessons have been learnt from the failure to effectively Project Manage this scheme?   

 

http://www.hwhpra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Ardleigh-Green-Bridge-update-June-2017-Final.pdf
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While we appreciate that the scheme is complex and presents several engineering and logistical 
challenges, as reflected in the £32m budget, we nonetheless are extremely disappointed in how such 
challenges were not foreseen in the original scoping of the project resulting in a 15-month delay and 
considerable extra costs which will, ultimately, be borne by tax payers. 
 
We look forward to your response at the earliest convenience. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Cllr Darren Wise 
   
    
On behalf of: 
 
 
Harold Wood, Hill, Park Residents’ Association 
Email: hwhpra@btinternet.com  
 
CC:  
 

1. Cllrs Brian Eagling, Alex Donald 
2. The Right Hon. Chris Grayling MP 
3. Richard Berry - London Assembly 
4. Keith Prince – GLA Member 
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