
Plugging the leak!
This leak which was 
coming from a house 
along the A12 and not far 
from where a Gooshays 
Councillor lives and is 
in their ward had been 
leaking for months with 
seemingly no action 
taken. This was reported 
to me by a resident and 
I managed to get TFL via 
the Council on the case 
and this has now been 
resolved and repairs have 
been completed.

CLLR DARREN WISE

Array update
At the time of writing the Array is 
undergoing a refurbishment and is 
currently closed. We are still in contact 
with the Council to establish the 
outcome of the compromise offer and 
subsequent consent order which the 
Magistrates Court had to sign off on. 
This has now been approved by the 
Court and the new license is due to 
be issued. We will publish this once we 
have a copy. We also have the latest 
frequently asked questions provided 
by the Council which can be found 
on our website - https://www.hwhpra.
org.uk/2023/07/17/array-update-17-
july-2023/

Keeping our area clean
Residents contacted 
us to tell us that 2 
bins were missing 
by the bus stops 
in Squirrels Heath 
Road and that 
litter was just being 
thrown nearby due 
to there being no 
bin. We have been 
in contact with the 
Council and we 
have managed to 
get one litter bin 
in, and we have another to go! Also 
thanks to Cllr Brian Eagling for clearing 
up the litter by the bus stop.  

ULEZ and Pay Per Mile
Residents sometimes ask whether we 
support the extension of the ULEZ zone 
by the Mayor of London or whether we 
support the concept of pay per mile.

The answer to the above is that we 
do not support either scheme as we 
believe it is just a money-making cash 
grab from TFL. It’s unacceptable to 
expect residents to have to change 
their vehicle or pay £12.50 a day to 
drive on our public roads nor should 
we be charged by pay per mile as 
we already pay our vehicle excise 
duty on our cars every year which is 
there to support maintenance of our 
road network. There are a number 
of residents across Havering, other 
London Boroughs and neighbouring 
counties such as Essex that do not wish 
for these schemes to be 
implemented at all.
We know now that the 
London Councils that 
took the Mayor to Court 
to try and delay the implementation 
of ULEZ has lost their court case and 
that the ULEZ scheme for Havering 
and other outer London Boroughs will 
be implemented from 29th August. 
Nevertheless, we have requested 
that the Council call an extraordinary 
meeting so that Councillors can 
debate this. 

HAROLD WOOD COUNCILLORS

Quick 
Action
Whilst litter 
picking in 
Painesbrook 
Park last 
month, our 
Councillors 
noticed that 
the brambles 
were overgrowing on the pathway 
between Church Road and the A12. 
We contacted the Parks Department 
and within 48 hours the brambles were 
cut back.

New Council Waste 
Contract
Havering Council are introducing 
a new Waste Contract in October 
2023. We have been provided with 
some Frequently Asked Questions for 
residents to read up on. Please go to 
our website where you can find out 
more
https://www.hwhpra.org.
uk/2023/07/22/new-council-waste-
contract/

Sponsorship Required
Can you help sponsor the Romford 
Randoms and help them buy a kit. 
The Romford Randoms are an over 
40’s ladies Walking Football Team and 
they meet up on Monday evenings 
7-8.30pm. They are also looking for new 
players. If you can help then please 
call Michelle on 07930342377 or by 
email to michelleharris749@btinternet.
com

Harold Wood Running Club
We hosted our annual ELVIS 5K race on 
Wednesday 26th July in Harold Wood 
park (ELVIS – East London 5 Interseries), 
we are one of a group of 8 local 
running clubs who Host a 5k or 5 mile 
race.

We had 246 runners attend our race 
and it was a big success despite the 
rain. Anyone interested in joining our 
Running Club please contact
info@haroldwoodrunning.club

Kings Park Estate
We have been making enquiries 
with Council officers as to when the 
rest of Kings Park will be adopted by 
the Council and whether a parking 
scheme will be implemented. The 
Council have told us that they need 
to be confident that the construction 
of any newly adopted highway is to 
sufficient standards and specification 
and that Officers still have concerns 
with aspects of the Kings Park Estate 
and thus would not want to take on 
the maintenance liability at cost to the 
Council. 
Officers have met with the developer 
to advise on these concerns and the 
developer has started to address 
these concerns with the current work 
taking place on the estate. Officers 
will monitor this and after works 
are completed will inspect before 
approving and adopting. Officers 
hope the highway will be adopted in 
late summer 2023. 
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Work on implementing a Controlled 
Parking Zone in the Kings Park 
Estate will commence after the 
roads are adopted. Residents will 
be consulted on this and a report 
outlining the responses received and 
recommending a further course of 
action will be prepared and presented 
to the Lead Member for Environment.  
It is expected that an agreed scheme 
can be implemented in the new year.   

Havering Antiques Club  
Harold Wood Neighbourhood Centre, 
Gubbins Lane, 
Chairman Mrs Chris Lovett                 
079 4736 7258
Annual Membership £40 – Guests £6 - 
7.30 for 7.45
Enrolment Friday 15 September – 
followed by the popular speaker Trevor 
Cornforth from CHALKWELL AUCTIONS  
- “ROAD SHOW”
Friday 20th October - 
Speaker Chris Parkinson on                                
“STAINED GLASS OF ESSEX”

“CALLING ALL 
MEN!” 
TUESDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER 
2023 at 11:30AM
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
St. Peter’s Church ‘Men’s 
Lunch’ 2023/24 season 
begins as above. We warmly invite 
any men around on this day to join 
us here in Harold Wood for a home 
cooked meal and an interesting talk/
presentation.
The new autumn programme was 
published in August, and is now 
available from St. Peter’s.
To get the new season going, our 
September ‘after lunch’ special guest 
speaker is:
DAVID ARMOND CBE, QPM.
David, a former Commander with the 
Metropolitan Police at New Scotland 
Yard, is now Chairman of the Christian 
ministry ‘Release International,’ 
helping to support persecuted 
Christians around the world.
As this is our first lunch of the new 
season, EVERYONE NEEDS TO BOOK 
IN PLEASE. To book your place or 
for more details, please phone St. 
Peter’s Welcome Desk on 01708 
342080, or email: welcome.desk@
stpetersharoldwood.org.
We look forward to welcoming new 
and existing members – all are very 
welcome.   

JULIAN HARRIS, CHRIS KNOWLES, AND 
THE MEN’S LUNCH TEAM.

Tennis Courts      
Harold Wood Park 
The council has informed 
us they are working with 
the Lawn Tennis Association 
(“LTA”) on a borough 
wide tennis court improvement 
programme.   LTA are providing grant 
funding to improve several courts 
including the ones at Harold Wood 
Park. This will involve resurfacing, 

marking and installing new gates.
Works have started and are expected 
to finish by the 18th September. During 
this time the courts will be closed.  
The council will put signage on the 
courts informing people of this and 
also where the nearest open courts 
are.  When the courts reopen, they will 
have to be booked online via the LTA 
‘Clubspark’ system. This along with the 
overall management of the courts will 
be with an external operator and the 
council are currently working on the 
procurement of this new arrangement.  
Charges for court hire will be 
introduced with regular opportunities 
for free sessions.

A Cab Office with a 
Community Conscience
Having a cohesive community 
matters, as it offers social connections, 
a supporting network that builds trust 
and well-being for all its residents. 
Harold Wood has historically been 
a strong community where people 
look out for one another, and work 
together to improve the lives of those 
who are our neighbours and friends.
I first met Arnie Plaku 
from Amber Cabs when 
discussing community 
initiatives for Harold Wood. 
His passion for serving others 
was apparent from the start and he 
regularly supports others by his ethos 
of service. When big tech companies 
such as Uber and Bolt undercut 
prices of cab rides, they can wipe 
out smaller businesses, and with that 
the benefit of having local drivers, 
who care for their local community.
Let us be mindful of supporting our 
local businesses, like Arnie, at Amber 
Cars. Keep supporting them so in 
turn they can continue to serve 
us, maintaining the special bond 
of community, where the elderly, 
vulnerable and marginalized are 
welcomed, cared for and included. 
Our people are what gives Harold 
Wood the distinction of being a truly 
special place to live. 

RACHEL GRIMWOOD

Date for your Diary
Remembrance Sunday on 12th 
November 2023 at the War Memorial 
outside the library in Harold Wood

Bridge Club
If you wish to play bridge at the 
Harold Wood Neighbourhood Centre 
please contact Ron Lockhart I. 01708 
523513 or 07812 412611.

FUTURE IMPERFECT
September means the local schools 
are opening up again and I was 
thinking of my 1939 schooldays at 
the age of 13. With war imminent, all 
was chaos. My Dad had joined up, 
so I wasn’t evacuated, but stayed 
to look after my ‘elderly’ Mum, aged 
40. I’d recently passed the entrance 
exam for our brand new shiny glass 
Technical College only to spend my 
days in their air raid shelters in 1940 
when the bombing started because 
of the fear of all that glass shattering. 

The young teachers had joined up 
so we were left providing pension 
additions for ancient academics who 
were dragged out of retirement and 
weren’t really interested in our future. 
I’d shown an early interest in writing 
and thought of a career in journalism, 
but the idea was dismissed when I was 
told I “wasn’t the type !” by one of 
these older teachers.  
After completing my studies I was 
directed towards factory war work, 
for which I definitely knew, “I wasn’t 
the type”. But I was rescued from 
this future by getting called up for 
air crew in the RAF, for which I’d 
volunteered being the only way to 
get out of the dreaded 
factory life. With the war 
ending, any air crew 
ambitions were shelved, 
but as I’d volunteered I 
was promised a choice of 
Infantry Regiment! Luckily, 
my air raid shelter studies 
had provided enough 
ammunition to get me into    
the Army’s engineering 
corps.
I never did find out if I was ‘the type’ 
to be a journalist. My literary efforts 
in The Bulletin are as far as I’ve got 
in the world of writing and to get the 
occasional complimentary comment 
from a reader is a nice feeling.

DENNIS GOODWIN  



To make an Appointment

01708 384444
8-12 Fitzilian Avenue
Harold Wood
RM3 0QS

Lawton & Stoakes
WWW.VETS.UK.NET

*  Family owned & run Vets
*  Established 1985
*  First opinion and Referrals
*  Catering for all types of Pets
*  Consultations to suit your needs
*  Excellent Facilities
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TAILORMADE 
FUNERAL 
PLANS

Save your family worry and 
expense with a Funeral Plan from 
Harold Wood Funeral Services. 
It’s an easy, thoughtful way to 
plan ahead and beat rising costs.

 Affordable, fully guaranteed plans*   

 Specify your wishes in advance

 Telephone/Skype meetings available

 The same care and advice as for friends

Facebook @haroldwoodfunerals
Appointments Mon-Sat 
24 hour emergency service

Harold Wood Funeral Home
43 Station Road RM3 0BS
01708 343286  www.hwfunerals.co.uk

*Cremation plans only

Delivery only from the named restaurants above.
See the McDonald’s, Uber Eats, Just Eat or Deliveroo apps for full 

details of products available for delivery and the relevant delivery fee. 
© 2023 McDonald’s 

McDelivery now available at:

McDelivery available within 1.5 mile radius of restaurant

Southend Arterial Road, 
Romford RM3 0BY

Straight Road, Romford 
RM3 8XR

The Brewery, Romford 
RM1 1AU

South Street, Romford 
RM1 1NX 

Tilbury 
RM18 7HZ

Orsett 
RM16 3BJ*       

*Just Eat not available at this site.

Download the 
McDonald’s app,
Uber Eats, Just Eat or  
Deliveroo app to order.

Search in app for your nearest
delivery restaurant.

1135_4x7in_McDelivery_756569.indd   1 12/05/2023   16:07

The Mall, Romford  
RM1 3EE

 
 

      

• Qualified Electrician 
• Fully Insured 
• Reliable Service  

 
•  

 

• Extra lights  
• Additional sockets 
• New fuse boards 

 
 

 
 

No Job Too Small 

Call Dean on: 01708 909066 
 dean@emfwiringsolutions.com 

           Done and Dusted
Friendly, reliable and professional

           Avril Potter
07592 538500

Email done-dusted42@hotmail.com

For all your Domestic Cleaning needs
All work considered



THE WAY THEY’RE MEANT TO BE
Replicating 19th Century, period, timber window designs, with modern features 
and benefi ts, Residence 9 windows deliver timeless elegance for a modern low 

carbon lifestyle. Whether you have a new build or live in a conservation area with 
restricted development rights, make sure you enjoy the view, 

the way its meant to be.

WINDOWS...

Phone: 01708 707750
Fax:   01708 373933
Email:  info@windowtechtrade.co.uk

Call now to set up an appointment or to visit our showroom WINDOW-TECH TRADE LTD
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B.K.C. ROOFING LTD

Free estimate

FAMILY BUSINESS WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Railway Infrastructure, Commercial, Domestic

Tel/Fax: 01708 340 052    Mobile: 07976 278 026
Email: Barrycassbkc@aol.com

Member of the Construction Health and Safety Group

Approved contractor by Kingspan Alumasc, Bauder,
 Rubber Bond, Widopan

Green Roof Specialists

Felt flat roof, Single Ply, Rubber, Liquid, Green Roofs
New tile roofs, slate roofs, Metal roof, lead roof

UPVC Fascia, soffit and guttering
All work guaranteed, fully insured.

INVITE YOU TO ACCEPT  
THE OFFER OF A FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL OF YOUR PROPERTY
At your convenience simply  

telephone our property experts at 
Harold Wood haart on

 haart.co.uk

 01708 378578

Published by Harold Wood, Hill, Park Residents Association.  Printed by R T Litho Ltd, The Print Centre, E1 Hemmells Basildon, UK, SS15 6ED

LOCKSMITHS – MLA Approved 

Emergency call out 
All locks opened, supplied & fitted 

UPVC door lock specialist 
Safes opened, supplied & fitted 

Free estimates – no call out charge 

Tel: 01708 640699, Mobile: 07890 920 258 


