
Date for your Diary
Remembrance Sunday 12th 
November 2023
All are welcome to the Memorial 
outside the library, Station Road.  We 
are gathering at 10.40am and you are 
welcome to lay a wreath or flowers if 
you wish.  We look forward to seeing 
you.

‘Remembrance’ @              
St. Peter’s Men’s Lunch
November is 
traditionally the month 
of ‘Remembrance’. 
At St. Peter’s, Harold 
Wood - Men’s Lunch, 
we will also be 
acknowledging this by 
including a short Act 
of Remembrance at 
the start of our next 
event:-
Tuesday, 14th November 
from 11:30am in St. Peter’s Church Hall
Please note we will start slightly earlier 
than normal –
12.15PM.
After lunch, we welcome the REV’D. 
RUPERT SHELLEY, a part-time Padre to 
the Royal Marine Reserve (London). 
Rupert will be ‘in conversation’ with 
Chris Knowles, our ML Team Leader. 
We look forward to hearing about – 
amounst other things - what it’s like 
being a military Padre.
To book your lunch place, to cancel 
(please let us know a.s.a.p.), or to 
check if you’re on the list, please phone 
St. Peter’s Welcome Desk on 01708 
342080, or email: welcome.desk@
stpetersharoldwood.org.
We look forward to seeing you on the 
14th.			 

JULIAN HARRIS, CHRIS KNOWLES, AND 
THE MEN’S LUNCH TEAM.

Dire Straits – Bankruptcy is 
Looming
We are not talking about the rock 
group but the dire straits that this 
Council is facing financially. Many 
of you will have seen recent stories 
about the council facing financial 
difficulties and that the council may 

face a section 114 notice which in 
effect means that the council will face 
bankruptcy. If this notice is issued this 
will allow the Government to send 
in inspectors who will take control 
of the council and manage day to 
day spending. Other councils such as 
Croydon and Birmingham have faced 
similar situations. 
Any intervention will see the council 
stop spending on non-essential items 
and ultimately, we may see council 
buildings and assets etc sold off to pay 
its debts and unfortunately council 
tax could significantly increase. This 
intervention may not come for another 
6-12 months and in the interim we will 
probably see large spending cuts being 
put in place on council budgets. This 
could mean traffic schemes not being 
approved, fortnightly bin collections 
and improvements to roads and 
pavements being put on hold.
This is disastrous for Havering if it 
happens and the HRA and Labour 
Administration will have a lot to answer 
for to the electorate. 
As you know, Harold Wood Councillors 
are not part of this administration, 
and it is sad to see how bad the 
finances have become since the new 
administration took over in May 2022. 
Maybe the Leader of the Council 
should step aside so that a new 
approach and ideas can be sought! 

Parking Meters
Havering Council is currently replacing 
all of its Pay and Display machines 
across the borough.
This will be completed by the end of the 
year.
New machines will no longer accept 
coins, however people will have the 
ability to pay contactless with debit and 
credit cards, or use nearby PayPoint 
facilities to continue paying with cash.
Residents will still be eligible for the 
free 30 minutes parking in on-street 
parking bays, except in Romford. They 
can activate this by either calling the 
number displayed on site or using the 
RingGo app.
The Council has also reviewed the 
use of machines in less-used locations 
and where machines are constantly 
vandalised.
The amount of income generated 
from these machines does not cover 

the thousands of pounds it costs to 
cover purchase, maintenance and the 
running of them and these locations 
will be pay by phone or Ringo app 
only - the list of those locations are 
here - https://www.havering.gov.uk/
downloads/file/6276/parking_sites_that_
will_be_pay_by_phone_or_app_only_
by_the_end_of_2023
People are reminded to always check 
at the location where they are parking, 
for further information.

Festive Cream Tea
Haircraft Salon in Oak Road, are 
holding their Festive Cream Tea on 
Monday 27th November 2023, between 
10.30am and 4.00pm. As usual 
all proceeds will go to St Francis 
Hospice.

Christmas Market
Come along to the Christmas market on 
Sunday 26th November 2023 12-3pm at 
the Most Holy Redeemer Church Hall, 
Petersfield Avenue, Harold Hill RM3 9PB. 
Free Entry

Tech Time
AbilityNet is a charity that has a UK-wide 
team of Tech Volunteers who provide 
free IT support to older people and 
disabled people in the comfort of their 
own homes.
Every volunteer is disclosure-checked 
and can help with all sorts of IT 
(information technology) challenges, 
from setting up new equipment, fixing 
technical issues, showing you how to 
stay connected to family, using online 
services and much more.
I’ve been a resident of Harold Wood 
for just over 3 years and have over a 
decade’s worth of experience working 
for some of the UK’s largest technology 
companies. I’ve also recently become 
an AbilityNet Tech Volunteer so I can 
help support those who need it with 
their technology in my local community.
We know the digital world can seem 
daunting, so our friendly volunteer team 
are on hand to provide one to one 
support and advice.
If you need tech help, please get in 
touch on our free helpline (0800 048 
7642) where we can arrange for either 
myself or one of our other helpful 
volunteers to support. 
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Crabby 
Crab’s 
Journey
A book about 
loss and death 
that parents 
can read and 
discuss with 
their Children. For ages 3 to 93.
Written by Samantha Jean-Jacques, 
who has lived in Harold Wood for 
over 15 years. Samantha encourages 
parents to read to their children every 
day.

BOOK IS AVAILABLE ON AMAZON

Out and About
During our ward walkabout we 
identified a number of issues which we 
have rectified. These being:
•	 Replacing a Gully drain back to its 

correct position, as this matter was 
potentially very dangerous.

•	 Cutting back 
the branches of 
an overhanging 
Willow tree which 
was making it 
very difficult for 
pedestrians to 
pass

•	 We also noticed 
a Utility cover 
that had been 
damaged very 
badly and we 
got this coned off 
very quickly and 
repaired by the 
utility company

•	 We care about 
our community. 
YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLORS

Havering Antiques Club  
Harold Wood Neighbourhood 
Centre, Gubbins Lane, 
Chairman Mrs Chris Lovett 079 
4736 7258
Annual Membership £40 –   
Guests £6 - 7.30 for 7.45
Friday 17th November - Speaker Geoff 
Bowden on “THE LIFE & MUSIC OF 
LIONEL BART” ‘Reviewing his situation’
Friday 15th December - Speaker Ellen 
Owen on “CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
With Cake Tasting

Refuse Wheelie Bins
We sometimes get asked 
whether we can get wheelie 
bins rather than a sack 
collection for when our 
refuse gets collected. We have been 
told that there are currently no plans 
to introduce wheelie bins but it is an 
option they may have to consider. 
Havering’s new collection contract 
with Urbaser includes the option to 
introduce wheelie bins during the 
contract duration, with the vehicles 
having the capability to be retrofitted 
with bin lifts.  
If wheelie bins were to be introduced 
then this is a substantial investment for 
Havering to make, estimated at around 

£2m for one wheelie bin per kerbside 
property and increased if wheelie 
bins were to also be introduced for 
recyclable materials. The containers 
would need to be maintained when 
damage or theft occurs which would 
incur further costs and administration, 
as well as the purchase and installation 
of bin lifts for the collection vehicles, 
and reprofiling collection rounds to 
account for additional time taken to 
empty and return bins. Consideration 
also needs to be given to properties 
that cannot facilitate a wheeled bin 
or number of wheeled bins/containers, 
such as terraced properties and those 
with smaller front gardens.  

Finally 
After reporting this 
overgrown section 
to the Council a 
few months ago 
and having chased 
them on numerous 
occasions, it was 
great to see this area 
finally cut back much 
to the delight of the 
resident whom raised 
this with Cllr Wise. 
In addition, a resident 
also contacted us 
to get the bushes 
cut back in Kersey 
Gardens and on this occasion the 
council was quick off the mark.
As you know we are always reporting 
issues to the council and sometimes 
they act fast and at other times they 
drag their feet but we always try to 
constantly chase them up.

Womble News
In general we have not 
found so much litter 
over Harold Wood Park 
recently which is great but 
we are really dismayed 
over the amount of dogs’ poo not 
being picked up and binned by 
dog owners. We do meet lovely dog 
owners and their dogs and we know 
the majority would not let this happen 
but for the ones who think it’s okay to 
let their dogs mess anywhere and not 
be bothered to clear it up SHAME ON 
YOU. It is all on the football pitches 
and where the children play.  

A SUNDAY IN SEPTEMBER
It can only be my generation that is 
aware of the implication of Sunday 
September 3rd. I know of plenty 
of well-known dates but not tied 
to a day of the week; in 1939 the 
connection was evident.
Herr Hitler, as he was then politely 
known, had a go at Poland. The 
Western Allies responded with a stiffly 
worded note that it wasn’t on and 
we would be doing something about 
it. We declared war on this particular 
Sunday. My Dad, as a reservist, had 
reported to the Army on Friday 1st 
Sept. I assumed he’d gone off to 
Poland to stop the nastiness 
So, on the Sunday, Mum and I 
decided to have dinner with Gran 
who lived a couple of miles away, 
thus saving the expense of buying 

a roast. I was full of anticipation of 
something exciting in the air whereas 
Mum was strangely quiet. She’d been 
just this age when World War 1 started 
and I too was in the week of my 13th 
birthday this time. She knew that it 
wasn’t going to be a picnic, I was quite 
excited.
The banshee wail of an air raid siren 
split the peace of a Sunday. An air raid 
warden appeared and insisted we got 
off the street, mainly by a constant 
blowing of his whistle. We hurried home, 
with not a Heinkel or Junkers in sight, 
much to my dismay. 

The radio suddenly became 
the depressing voice of 
authority. We had no meals 
in the house. Nobody I knew 

had a fridge, one shopped 
every day and everything was 

shut as if the world was coming to an 
end, which it was, in a way.
Equally, nobody we knew had a 
‘phone, so we couldn’t tell anyone 
we’d survived our first bombing! Mum 
and I sat, awaiting the bombardment, 
The Anderson air raid shelter hadn’t 
been erected. Luckily nothing 
happened and, had we known it, not a 
lot would initially, but quite a storm was 
coming up in the coming year, enough 
to supply this magazine with material 
for quite a time.

DENNIS GOODWIN         

BEFORE

AFTER



To make an Appointment

01708 384444
8-12 Fitzilian Avenue
Harold Wood
RM3 0QS

Lawton & Stoakes
WWW.VETS.UK.NET

*  Family owned & run Vets
*  Established 1985
*  First opinion and Referrals
*  Catering for all types of Pets
*  Consultations to suit your needs
*  Excellent Facilities
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Always on time • Friendly

Corporate • Airport runs • Sea ports • Weddings • Nights out 
Race days • Golf days • Restaurants • Weekend Spa Breaks

Hen/Stags night out
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• Eight Seater
• Fully Air Conditioned
• Competitive Rates
• Always on time
• Friendly

•   Corporate  •   Airport runs
•   Sea ports   •   Weddings
•   Nights out   •   Racedays
•   Golf days    •   Restaurants
•   Weekend Spa Breaks
•   Hen/Stags night out
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Tel 07947576642
darren@chauffeur-me-travel.com

www.chauffeur-me-travel.com
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TAILORMADE 
FUNERAL 
PLANS

Save your family worry and 
expense with a Funeral Plan from 
Harold Wood Funeral Services. 
It’s an easy, thoughtful way to 
plan ahead and beat rising costs.

 Affordable, fully guaranteed plans*   

 Specify your wishes in advance

 Telephone/Skype meetings available

 The same care and advice as for friends

Facebook @haroldwoodfunerals
Appointments Mon-Sat 
24 hour emergency service

Harold Wood Funeral Home
43 Station Road RM3 0BS
01708 343286  www.hwfunerals.co.uk

*Cremation plans only

Delivery only from the named restaurants above.
See the McDonald’s, Uber Eats, Just Eat or Deliveroo apps for full 

details of products available for delivery and the relevant delivery fee. 
© 2023 McDonald’s 

McDelivery now available at:

McDelivery available within 1.5 mile radius of restaurant

Southend Arterial Road, 
Romford RM3 0BY

Straight Road, Romford 
RM3 8XR

The Brewery, Romford 
RM1 1AU

South Street, Romford 
RM1 1NX 

Tilbury 
RM18 7HZ

Orsett 
RM16 3BJ*       

*Just Eat not available at this site.

Download the 
McDonald’s app,
Uber Eats, Just Eat or  
Deliveroo app to order.

Search in app for your nearest
delivery restaurant.

1135_4x7in_McDelivery_756569.indd   1 12/05/2023   16:07

The Mall, Romford  
RM1 3EE

 
 

      

• Qualified Electrician 
• Fully Insured 
• Reliable Service  

 
•  

 

• Extra lights  
• Additional sockets 
• New fuse boards 

 
 

 
 

No Job Too Small 

Call Dean on: 01708 909066 
 dean@emfwiringsolutions.com 

           Done and Dusted
Friendly, reliable and professional

           Avril Potter
07592 538500

Email done-dusted42@hotmail.com

For all your Domestic Cleaning needs
All work considered



THE WAY THEY’RE MEANT TO BE
Replicating 19th Century, period, timber window designs, with modern features 
and benefi ts, Residence 9 windows deliver timeless elegance for a modern low 

carbon lifestyle. Whether you have a new build or live in a conservation area with 
restricted development rights, make sure you enjoy the view, 

the way its meant to be.

WINDOWS...

Phone: 01708 707750
Fax:   01708 373933
Email:  info@windowtechtrade.co.uk

Call now to set up an appointment or to visit our showroom WINDOW-TECH TRADE LTD
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B.K.C. ROOFING LTD

Free estimate

FAMILY BUSINESS WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Railway Infrastructure, Commercial, Domestic

Tel/Fax: 01708 340 052    Mobile: 07976 278 026
Email: Barrycassbkc@aol.com

Member of the Construction Health and Safety Group

Approved contractor by Kingspan Alumasc, Bauder,
 Rubber Bond, Widopan

Green Roof Specialists

Felt flat roof, Single Ply, Rubber, Liquid, Green Roofs
New tile roofs, slate roofs, Metal roof, lead roof

UPVC Fascia, soffit and guttering
All work guaranteed, fully insured.

INVITE YOU TO ACCEPT  
THE OFFER OF A FREE MARKET 

APPRAISAL OF YOUR PROPERTY
At your convenience simply  

telephone our property experts at 
Harold Wood haart on

 haart.co.uk

 01708 378578

Published by Harold Wood, Hill, Park Residents Association.  Printed by R T Litho Ltd, The Print Centre, E1 Hemmells Basildon, UK, SS15 6ED

LOCKSMITHS – MLA Approved 

Emergency call out 
All locks opened, supplied & fitted 

UPVC door lock specialist 
Safes opened, supplied & fitted 

Free estimates – no call out charge 

Tel: 01708 640699, Mobile: 07890 920 258 


