
Cash Cow – A Closer Look 
at the Ardleigh Green Road 
Yellow Box Junction
Havering Council has seen a 
significant increase in revenue from 
fines issued at the yellow box junction 
where Ardleigh Green Road meets 
Squirrels Heath Road. Many local 
drivers are all too familiar with the 
challenges at this junction. During 
busy periods, vehicles turning from 
Squirrels Heath Lane often fill any 
available space as soon as traffic 
moves, leaving drivers already in the 
box with no choice but to stop and 
wait for a gap. This situation makes it 
extremely difficult to avoid stopping in 
the box, despite best efforts.
Harold Wood councillors have 
repeatedly raised concerns about this 
issue with Council Officers and have 
encouraged local Ward Councillors 
to request a formal review of the 
junction’s setup.
In response to a Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 request, data 
was provided on the number of 
Penalty Charge Notices (PCNs) issued 
for stopping in this yellow box (code 
31J) during two key periods: the six 
months before and after the start of 
the Gallows Corner roadworks. From 1 
January 2025 to the end of June 2025, 
1,158 PCNs were issued, representing 
a potential income of £185,880. In 
the following six months 1 July 2025 
to 31 December 2025, the number of 
PCNs jumped to 3,376, equating to 
£540,160—a 66% increase.
This sharp rise in fines is deeply unfair to 
motorists and cannot be justified. We 
will be urging the new administration, 
taking office in May, to conduct a 
thorough review of all yellow box 
junctions in the borough to ensure 
they are not designed in a way that 
sets drivers up to fail so easily.

Stephen Moffat’s The 
Unfriend is coming to 
Harold Wood!
March 11-14
Guildonian Players are delighted 
to bring you Stephen Moffat’s new 
dark comedy, only just available for 

amateur theatre. First performed in 
Chichester in 2022, transferring to 
the West End where Lee Mack took 
on the lead role, it’s a hilarious and 
satirical look at middle-class England’s 
disastrous instinct always to appear 
nice!
Performances are 8pm nightly on 
11-14 March plus 2.30pm Saturday 
matinee. Tickets just £9 from 
guildonian-players.sumupstore.com or 
call 07762 133620 to reserve and pay 
on door.
IF YOU NEED A JOLLY GOOD LAUGH, 
COME TO THE LITTLE THEATRE! (RM3 
0DU 

Kings Park Parking Scheme
Following discussions with Harold Wood 
Councillors and Council Officers, the 
council will advertise plans to add 
7–8 additional car parking spaces 
within Kings Park. This follows the 
adoption of the Residents Parking 
Scheme in December. The new 
spaces will be located on Gulderose 
Road, Redwood Avenue, and St 
Clements Ave. While other roads were 
considered, further bays could not be 
installed due to limited kerb space, off-
street parking access needs, and the 
presence of pedestrian crossings and 
pram ramps.

Peel Way Re-development
Work has begun to demolish the 
former St Bernard’s day centre 
on Peel Way, with plans to build 
nine new apartments on the site. 
Mercury Land Holdings Ltd, the 
Council’s development company, is 
overseeing the project. Construction is 
scheduled to start in late March, and 
the new homes are expected to be 
completed by spring or summer 2027.

Congratulations to the 
Harold Wood WOMBLES

..on their 5th Year Anniversary. We 
started 5 years ago during the dark 
days of Covid. Barbara Hale and me 
decided to litter pick Shepherd’s Hill 
and following that I decided to form 
a WOMBLE team to litter pick Harold 
Wood Park. We have had several 
people come and go but for the 
past few years we have a fantastic, 
dedicated team who turn up each 
Wednesday through all weathers to 
keep our park clean and tidy. We 
have several other Wombles out 
and about in Harold Wood keeping 
their own roads clean and also 
honorary Wombles who litter pick 
the park whilst taking their dogs for 
a walk. I am pleased to say that 
our three councillors also do their 
bit litter picking and have done for 
many years, Darren and Martin at 
Painesbrook park and Brian, who is 
a member of my Harold Wood park 
team, and also makes us a very 
welcome cup of tea at the end of 
our wombling sessions. Thank you so 
much to all dedicated litter pickers 
- it makes a huge difference in our 
community.

BUNNY EAGLING
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POTHOLE REPAIRS 
Due to the 
Gallows 
Corner 
flyover 
works our 
roads have 
taken a 
pounding 
with the 
extra 
volume 
of traffic 
coming 
into Harold Wood 
and we have never 
seen our roads in 
such a bad state of 
repair. We visit our 
roads on a regular 
basis checking for 
potholes and like 
most of our residents 
we report them to 
the council. The way 
the council repair 
these potholes is 
a disgrace and 
when we question 
them regarding this 
we are informed 
that they are only 
temporary repairs. 
If they were to repair them properly in 
the first place surely this would be more 
cost effective. We will keep monitoring 
these potholes. 

CLLR. BRIAN EAGLING

Tree 
Cutting
At last, after 
nearly five 
years of 
continually 
chasing the 
Council, Tree 
surgeons are now out cutting back 
and trimming some very large and 
overgrown trees. Hopefully, this work 
will continue to address the many trees 
that need attention in the area.  

CLLR MARTIN GOODE

Havering Antiques Club
Harold Wood Neighbourhood Centre, 
Gubbins Lane, 
Chairman Mrs Chris Lovett 079 
4736 7258 

Friday 20th March - Speaker is Mary 
Kitson, Liveryman.  FANS FROM ROYAL 
COURTS  Guests £8. 

Fly Tips
Stop fly 
tipping. If 
you see 
anyone 
dropping 
off 
rubbish 
in our roads, please 
if possible, take a 
photo of the vehicle 
registration and send 
to us and we will inform 
the council. We identify 
many areas where 
rubbish gets dumped. The photo 
shows where rubbish was dumped in 
Hamilton Drive, Melksham Close and 
Upland Court Road. After reporting 
these to the Council, we managed to 
get them cleared quickly.

ST. PETER’S           
MEN’S LUNCH
Time seems to be marching 
on ever faster (is that a good or a bad 
thing?), and Easter is not far off (Easter 
Sunday: 5th April)! However, before 
we get there, Men’s Lunch has its next 
event on:
TUESDAY, 10TH MARCH 2026, from 
11:30am in St. Peter’s Church Centre, 
Harold Wood.
We are pleased to welcome – JULIAN 
ROGERS (good name – Julian!!!) as 
our ‘after lunch’ guest speaker. Julian 
is the Pastor at Belhus Park Chapel, 
South Ockendon, an independent 
evangelical church established in 1957. 
He has been a member there for 20 
years, becoming Pastor in 2017. 
Members ‘old and new’ are most 
welcome to join us. As always, to 
reserve your lunch place, check 
if you’re already on the list, or if 
necessary cancel, please telephone 
St. Peter’s Welcome Desk on 01708 
342080, or email: welcome.desk@
stpetersharoldwood.org.
See you on the 10th of March!

JULIAN HARRIS, CHRIS KNOWLES, 
AND THE MEN’S LUNCH TEAM

CONGRATULATIONS 
RICHARD 

Richard started 
doing Parkrun in 
Harrow Lodge 
Park on the 1st 
January 2015. 
He completed 
his 400th Park run 
on 24th January 
2026. This is a 
free event each 
Saturday and 
Richard feels it’s 
never too late 
to start Parkrun. 

He was a founding member of 
Harold Wood Running Club which 
has now blossomed into a large and 
very friendly community group that 
get involved in social activities as 
well as running. He has undertaken 
many races locally and around the 
country up to Marathon distance, 

raising funds for charities such as St 
Francis Hospice and MacMillan Cancer 
Support. For more information please 
see.https//www.parkrun.com

Bad Education
Despite having a sarcastic, 
vindictive English master, 
Captain Bygraves, English was 
one of my favourite subjects. We were 
told to write an essay on an important 
current figure. I’d read in the paper 
that Hitler and Charlie Chaplin were 
born in the same week. I wrote a piece 
ridiculing the little man, his pretentious 
moustache, silly walk and extravagant 
gestures. Revealing I was describing 
Hitler rather than Charlie Chaplin was 
the punchline of which I was proud. 
The schoolmaster accused me of 
plagiarism; I didn’t even know what 
it meant. He said that, being from 
Ponders End, I couldn’t possibly have 
an original thought in my head, I was 
embarrassed yet again protesting my 
innocence. He gave me a mark of 50%.
One day he sent me with a message 
for the new headmaster. I repeated the 
message explaining it was from Capt. 
Bygraves. The Head gave me a reply, 
pointedly indicating that it was for “Mr 
Bygraves, as only the rank of Major 
and above are carried over into Civvy 
Street”. Back in class, I delivered the 
Head’s reply for the benefit of the entire 
class. Honour was satisfied. 20 years 
later I received a request for a donation 
to the retirement of Mr Bygraves. I 
didn’t reply.”

DENNIS GOODWIN

The Essex Foot Lady
Claire Humphrey MCFHP MAFHP 

Foot care in your home

07903 266 726
theessexfootladymail@gmail.com
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T Cribb & Sons 
Family Owned Funeral Directors & Carriage Masters

At T Cribb and Sons, we are proud to offer a range of funeral services bespoke to your needs as a family whilst
ensuring the care and dignity of your loved one These include: 

Unattended Cremations – Private Memorial Services - Cremations – Burials - Worldwide
Repatriations -  Horse Drawn Hearses – Vintage Hearses and Vehicles – Memorial Masonry 

Offering a professional, caring and compassionate service throughout for you and your loved one.

43 Station Road, Harold Wood, RM3 0BS

01708 343286  www.tcribb.co.uk

Delivery only from the named restaurants above.
See the McDonald’s, Uber Eats, Just Eat or Deliveroo apps for full 

details of products available for delivery and the relevant delivery fee. 
© 2023 McDonald’s 

McDelivery now available at:

McDelivery available within 1.5 mile radius of restaurant

Southend Arterial Road, 
Romford RM3 0BY

Straight Road, Romford 
RM3 8XR

The Brewery, Romford 
RM1 1AU

South Street, Romford 
RM1 1NX 

Tilbury 
RM18 7HZ

Orsett 
RM16 3BJ*       

*Just Eat not available at this site.

Download the 
McDonald’s app,
Uber Eats, Just Eat or  
Deliveroo app to order.

Search in app for your nearest
delivery restaurant.

1135_4x7in_McDelivery_756569.indd   1 12/05/2023   16:07

The Mall, Romford  
RM1 3EE

 
 

      

• Qualified Electrician 
• Fully Insured 
• Reliable Service  

 
•  

 

• Extra lights  
• Additional sockets 
• New fuse boards 

 
 

 
 

No Job Too Small 

Call Dean on: 01708 909066 
 dean@emfwiringsolutions.com 

    Worried about someone at home?Worried



THE WAY THEY’RE MEANT TO BE
Replicating 19th Century, period, timber window designs, with modern features 
and benefi ts, Residence 9 windows deliver timeless elegance for a modern low 

carbon lifestyle. Whether you have a new build or live in a conservation area with 
restricted development rights, make sure you enjoy the view, 

the way its meant to be.

WINDOWS...

Phone: 01708 707750
Fax:   01708 373933
Email:  info@windowtechtrade.co.uk

Call now to set up an appointment or to visit our showroom WINDOW-TECH TRADE LTD
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B.K.C. ROOFING LTD

Free estimate

FAMILY BUSINESS WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Railway Infrastructure, Commercial, Domestic

Tel/Fax: 01708 340 052    Mobile: 07976 278 026
Email: Barrycassbkc@aol.com

Member of the Construction Health and Safety Group

Approved contractor by Kingspan Alumasc, Bauder,
 Rubber Bond, Widopan

Green Roof Specialists

Felt flat roof, Single Ply, Rubber, Liquid, Green Roofs
New tile roofs, slate roofs, Metal roof, lead roof

UPVC Fascia, soffit and guttering
All work guaranteed, fully insured.

Phone: 01708 206667 & 07355 654311
Email: andrew.wallington@exp.uk.com

www.andrewwallington.exp.uk.com

YOUR PROPERTY SPECIALIST

ANDREW WALLINGTON

Estate Agent
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·      Reliable with reasonable pricing
·      All General Plumbing work undertaken
·      No job too small & emergencies covered
·      No call out fee

07931 553 631 mobile
01708 223 561 home

For friendly advice please call David
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