The Three Key Areas to Include in the Letter
When writing to the Planning Department and Cabinet team, please cover these three essential areas:
1: Architectural & Historic Significance
Explain why the building is important:
· Designed specifically for Harold Wood by H. Connolly
· Part of a post-war municipal building programme
· Reflects post-war civic architecture and social investment
· Designed to serve the wellbeing of the community
2: Community & Social Value
Demonstrate why it matters locally:
· Longstanding community use and public service
· Cultural and educational significance
· Emotional and social attachment for residents
· Contribution to local identity and character
3: Urgency & Risk
Clearly state the risk:
· Vulnerable to demolition or redevelopment
· Loss would be irreversible
· Request urgent assessment for inclusion on the Local Heritage List
· Ask for interim protection while assessment is undertaken
Please personalise your letters with memories, experiences, and specific reasons the building matters to you.
Email:  DevelopmentPlanning@havering.gov.uk
Helen.Oakerbee@havering.gov.uk







Template: draft

Email subject: Urgent Request for Local Heritage Listing – Harold Wood Library 
Dear Planning Policy Team,
I am writing to formally request an urgent assessment of Harold Wood Library for inclusion on Havering’s Local Heritage List, due to concerns that the building is currently vulnerable to demolition.
1. Architectural and Historic Significance
Harold Wood Library was designed specifically for the area by H. Connolly as part of a wider post-war municipal building programme. It represents an important period in British civic architecture, when public buildings were carefully designed to promote education, wellbeing, and social cohesion following the Second World War. The building is a tangible example of that era’s commitment to investing in community infrastructure and deserves recognition for its architectural and historic interest.
2. Community and Social Value
For decades, the library has served as an educational, cultural, and social hub for Harold Wood residents. It is more than simply a building; it is a valued community asset that has supported literacy, learning, and social connection across generations. Its loss would represent a significant erosion of local identity and collective memory.
3. Urgency and Risk
Given the potential threat of demolition or redevelopment, I urge Havering Council to undertake an urgent assessment of the building’s heritage value and to consider interim protective measures while this process is underway. Once lost, this important part of Harold Wood’s post-war civic history cannot be replaced.
I respectfully request that the Council recognise the architectural, historic, and community significance of Harold Wood Library and act swiftly to ensure its protection through inclusion on the Local Heritage List.
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. I look forward to your response.
Yours faithfully,



